The Light on the Hill
April 2015

2011
From, the
Rector
The following is from the sermon I preached at St. John’s, during their Lenten Luncheon series.
Dear Friends in Christ,
In Lent, some of us give something up. Others take on regularly reading scripture or new spiritual disciplines.
My personal Lenten discipline is introspection. I have spent additional time in silent prayer. My focus has been on inner work;
God’s still quiet voice.
Weeks ago, when asked what I would preach on for St. John’s Lenten Wednesday noon service I made a quick decision. I told
them I would use the scripture reading Episcopal Relief and Development Lenten Meditations. That reading is from the book of
James: If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep warm and eat
your fill’, and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that?”
Ouch!
Affirming that James isn’t out of the mainstream, we’re reminded that Jesus offers Good News in Matthew’s Gospel that is every
bit as challenging: “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did
not take care of you?” Then he will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you
did not do it to me.”
First, “I don’t like these readings”. Oh don’t get me wrong, I do not disagree with what James says; and I even less want to ignore
Jesus. I do try to follow what Jesus and James clearly state. Perhaps that is why I don’t like it.
I have no idea how many times I have figuratively or actually told a “brother or sister” to “go in peace; keep warm and eat your
fill”, totally oblivious to their abject realities.
And being honest, there have been even more times I might have taken action, seeking to see what could be done to “supply their
bodily needs” and I turned the other way, I crossed the road, like those in the good Samaritan story.
It is not my intent to beat myself up. It is my intent to speak an uncomfortable truth. I live a very comfortable life, materially,
culturally and from a Biblical perspective, I give generously of my time, talent and treasure.
Yet, reading and meditating on these bible verses has broadcast the revealing and challenging light of Christ into my life.
I have no delusion that “we” are individually responsible for seeing that everyone is fed and clothed. I am certain that We are
responsible to speak up, to seek the ways God does want us to act, “in caring for the least of these”.
Here is an example. A Wichita school administrator recounts that over 67% of the children in the Wichita school district receive
subsidized or free lunches. Too many of our children are living in poverty or near poverty.
In the past, I might have acknowledged that reality. I would have comment upon it as I did in my 1st Sunday of Lent sermon. Then
I would have moved on, without a prayerful reflection; asking what is my role regarding this shared reality of hunger?
If I ever had a doubt as to God having a sense of humor, that doubt is gone. Let me explain. This scripture from James has been in
my prayers for over a month.
We’re on the Web!
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Since December I have been part of the Grant Coordinating Committee deciding how most effectively to encourage use of the
$50,000 Kansas Leadership Center leadership grant . This grant to our Diocese is focused on developing parish and convocation
wide leadership to improve outreach and planning in parishes; as well as planning and cooperation between parishes.
God’s Humor…….Here I am, with different ingredients for our Lenten consideration. First, clear scriptural mandates for
involvement; Second …..a seemingly stray conversation in February, at the convocation meeting, about hunger in the Sedgwick
county school district; Third……lots of money available to assist in providing leadership tools to Episcopalians, AND
Fourth……today’s bully pulpit; an opportunity for conversation with each of you.
In good and faithful conscience we can no longer respond with “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill”, while doing
absolutely nothing. I really don’t know what I will do, except, I know that God will use my intentions and use your intentions to
lead US to action.
Vague, yes. Idealistic and lacking in any practical application, perhaps. Waste of time? Absolutely NOT. Mother Teresa, who
spent much of her life bringing God and hope to the dying of Calcutta stated it best..: “God does not require that we be
successful only that we be faithful.”
Please join me in a prayer “for the poor and neglected” from the Book of Common Prayer. As you offer your prayer, I ask us all
to specifically remember all children who experience hunger in Wichita, Derby and the surrounding area. Let us pray:
Almighty and most merciful God, we remember before you all poor and neglected persons who it would be easy for us to
forget: the homeless and the destitute, the old and the sick, and all who have none to care for them. Help us to heal those who
are broken in body or spirit, and to turn their sorrow into joy. Grant this, Father, for the love of your Son, who for our sake
became poor, Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN
Tom+

Coffee Hosts needed

Derby Food Pantry
Collection Items
Needed For April:
Ketchup and Rice Sides

Do you feel called to the ministry of Hospitality to be a
Coffee Host? It’s not hard. Do as little or as much as you
like. Fruit and cheese or donuts are fine, the goal is to
provide a snack with our coffee and conversation.
Please call the church office 788-2595 or Fr. Tom 6484870.

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month
Across the country April is designated as a time to make people aware of how to prevent child
abuse. In Kansas, Kansas Children’s Service League (KCSL) is the organization that heads this important
effort.
The symbol of the effort is a blue-and-white pinwheel, and some of them may be seen in cities
across the state as a reminder.
KCSL also has designated April 10 as Wear Blue Day.
If your church wants to lean how it can add child abuse prevention awareness to its care for
children, more resources are online athttps://www.kcsl.org/cap_month.aspx.
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Fr. Tom Wilson

Holy Week and Easter

Palm Sunday Service Sunday, March 29, 10:30am
The last Sunday in Lent and the day on which Holy Week begins. The day commemorates Jesus’
triumphant procession into Jerusalem and is marked by a blessing of palms and a procession,
usually with the signing of the hymn “All gory, laud and honor to thee, Redeemer King’. The
day is also marked by the reading of the passion Gospel from Matthew, Mark or Luke. Please
join our joyous procession. Attending Holy Week services will help us to experience the impact of Easter Day.
Tenebrae Service Wednesday, April 4, 7:00pm
One of the special services associated with Holy Week, Tenebrae (Latin word "darkness" or
"shadows") on Wednesday night involves the gradual darkening of the church by progressive
extinguishing of candles while Plasms and biblical texts are being read. The building is finally in
total darkness when a loud noise (recalling the earthquake during Christ’s passion) is made and
the last candle is brought back, lighted. The congregation leaves by its light.
Maundy Thursday Service with Stripping of the Altar, April 5, 7:00pm followed by
Gethsemane Watch. Please sign up for an hour during this vigil.
Service in which the church remembers Christ’s institution of the Eucharist. Maundy means
“new commandment”; the Gospel associated with this day is of Jesus’ saying to his
disciples, “I give you a new commandment: Love one another as I have loved you.” The
Stripping of the Altar leaves the altar bare, and crosses are covered. It reminds us that the Eucharist is not
celebrated until the Easter Vigil; in remembrance of our Lord’s passion, the church’s observance of the sign of
his resurrections is suspended. The Gethsemane Watch is a prayer vigil representing the time Jesus spent in
the garden of Gethsemane the night before he was to be crucified. Participants sign up to spend an hour in
prayer. “Could you not keep awake one hour?” were the words of Jesus in reproach to his followers in the first
Gethsemane.
Good Friday April 3, Noon service with Stations of the Cross and 7:00pm service
Friday before Easter, on which we remember the crucifixion of Jesus. No Eucharist is
celebrated, Communion may be part of the Good Friday liturgy, but it is administered from
the reserved sacrament. Stations of the Cross are a series of fourteen pictures depicting
incidents in the narrative of Christ’s passion, from Pilate’s house to the entombment. They
are used in conjunction with the devotional service The Way of the Cross in which the
stations are visited in turn, with a pause for a reading, a versicle and response, a collect, and meditation.
Easter Day Service Sunday April 5, 10:30am
Easter is the day the church celebrates the feast of Christ’s resurrection, and is the oldest and
greatest feast in the church year and the central day on the liturgical calendar. Every Sunday is a
“little Easter,” since every Sunday is a Feast of the Resurrection. It is the culmination of Holy
Week, with its special services recalling the last week of Jesus’ earthly ministry. Easter Day begins the Easter
season, which runs for fifty days until the Feast of Pentecost. We will have 1 service this year to allow
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everyone the opportunity to watch the egg hunt.

Overflow Shelter

The Youth Group
Outreach and adult
sponsors fed 72 men at
the Overflow Shelter
March 3rd.

Please Pray for those on the St. Andrew’s Prayer chain
Sherry, parishioner, for healing
Sammi, Selina’s friend, for healing
and comfort
Bob, Gage & Blouin, for healing
Cindy, Friend of Spark’s &
Daugherty, for strength, healing
and guidance
Don, Friend of Miller’s & Don
Morrow’s father, for healing and
strength
Herb & Earline, Martha Mason’s
uncle and aunt, for healing
Frank, Annette’s father, for
healing & strength

Luanne, Margi Young’s sister, for
comfort & strength

Dave, Annetta Smith-Frankel’s
friend, for healing & strength

Theresa, Martha Mason’s coworker’s wife, for healing

Judy, Jenniffer Dorsett’s friend’s
sister, for healing

Jean, Friend of Jenniffer Dorsett,
for strength & comfort

Gary, Evelyn Griffin’s son, for
healing & strength

Gil, Kathy Rucker’s friend, for
God’s presence & healing

Heather & Family, Fr. Tom’s
friend, for healing & God’s
presence

Gene & Alma, Margaret
Kinkead’s friends, for strength &
serenity
Janet, parishioner, for healing &
strength
Audrey & Family, former
parishioner, for healing

Names remain on the parish
prayer list for thirty days unless
requested for a longer period. All
are encouraged to extend a
person's request for prayers as
long as is felt necessary.
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Diocesan News

Youth News
>> Share the 2015 Episcopal Summer MegaCamp Commercial Contest entries! Check out all the entries from the camp
commercial contest on YouTube:http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLIr5V_EJuAejnNymKDyViAbf2rqkKucle.
Six students entered the competition. The winner was Kirsten Lee, 10th grader from St. Michael and All Angels, Mission, but
all the videos are great. All the students who submitted a video will receive some money towards the camp registration fee,
thanks to an anonymous donor.
>> Sign-up for YouthTide now. Learn more about the Episcopal Church as we spend one weekend experiencing Advent,
Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter and Pentecost. We will spend time experiencing silence, serving God, singing, worshiping,
eating lots of yummy meals and hanging out with your diocesan youth friends!
April 17-19 at Grace Cathedral in Topeka, open to grades 6-12. The cost is $50. More info and registration is online
at: https://edokyouth.wordpress.com/adventure/
>>Episcopal summer MegaCamp registration is now open. Camp is May 31 – June 6 at Camp Wood YMCA and is open to
those currently in grades 3-12, and their friends. The volunteer Episcopal staff provides solid Christian education, featuring
worship, music, small group discussions and prayer. Camp Wood features a variety of activities such as horseback riding,
archery, climbing tower, canoeing, kayaking, swimming, water slide, mud slide, arts and crafts, and sports. The cost is $420 for
the week, and the deadline to register is May 8. Registration forms and more information are online at
http://edokyouth.wordpress.com/camp/

Western Kansas ECW invites all women to an event with Lauren Winner
The Episcopal Church Women of the Diocese of Western Kansas invites all women to an event with author and historian
Lauren Winner on Saturday, April 25 at Grace Episcopal Church in Hutchinson. Winner is assistant professor of
Christian spirituality at Duke Divinity School in Durham, N.C. The day will begin at 9:30 a.m. with registration and ends
after a Eucharist that begins at 2:15 p.m. Registration is $35 per person before April 4 and includes lunch. After that
date, it is $45. More information, including a downloadable registration form, is online
at http://www.diowks.org/ministries/episcopal-church-women.html.

APRIL BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

Have You Ever Wondered…
Ciborium or Bread Box: a
chalice-shaped vessel or
container with a lid for holding
and transporting wafers when
they are used for Eucharistic
bread. At the Offertory
procession, a member of the
congregation brings the ciborium

BIRTHDAYS
6

Kolsee Devena

7

Indii Mitchell

8

Chester Green

9

Sean Seamster

12

Leona Denesha

16

Damia Boller

30

Lewis Carpenter

or bread box containing unconsecrated wafers to the celebrant.
Ciboria often come with matching chalices, as a set.

ANNIVERSARIES
11

Danny & Janet Miller

29

Mike & Bobbi Baker
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Remember in Prayer Those Serving Our Country, Especially those below
Scott

Gary & Debbie Oehmke’s nephew

Stevie

Suzy Roper’s cousin’s son

Daniel

Friend of Ropers

Nathan

John Nicholas' friend

Ryan

Son of Fr. Michael Bernard

Brad

Friend of Don & Sarah Morrow

Collin

Former Parishioner

Diane

Parishioner

Scott

Gary & Debbie Oehmke's son in law

Mark

Jenniffer Dorsett & Martha Mason’s son

KC

Doyn Wiler's nephew

Mark Your Calendars
May 10th is Recognition Sunday for Graduates. Please contact the church
office if you or someone from our parish you know is graduating.

Audit Committee Saturday April 11, 10:00am in the Large Classroom.

Vestry Meeting Sunday May 3d, after the service.

Outreach Committee meeting Tuesday, April 21, 12:30 in the classroom. Come
help plan what St. Andrew’s will be doing in the community. If you cannot attend
but have comments or suggestions please see Margaret Kinkead or Bob Gage.

YouthTide April 17-19 at Grace Cathedral in Topeka, open to grades 6-12

Recharge for Youth Ministers, Upton Hall Conference Center, Topeka May 1-2

April 18, Red Cross Blood Drive in St. Andrew’s Guild Hall and Entrance. The
Youth Group Outreach will be manning the Canteen.
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HOW ANY CHURCH CAN BE A GREAT CHURCH-REGARDLESS OF SIZE
http://www.churchleaders.com/pastors/pastor-how-to/248889-church-can-great-church-regardless-size.html

By Karl Vaters
No church can do everything. Not if we want to do any of it well.
But every church can do something really well. Maybe a couple things. That’s what makes a church great.
Knowing what we’re called to do and doing it really well.
Especially in a Small Church.
But too many churches waste unnecessary time and energy trying to copy other great churches instead of
doing what they’re called to do. Imitation may be the sincerest form of flattery, but it’s no way to
build a great church.
So how do we build a great church? Find out what you’re called to do, then do it really well.
And make sure that the thing you do well isn’t buried beneath things you don’t do as well. In publishing,
that’s called burying the lead.
Churches bury the lead all the time. We hide our best stuff beneath layers of things we don’t do well at all.
Why? Because we have a template in our head of what a church is supposed to look and act like. But
more often than not, that template is based on churches we look up to, or churches we were raised in,
instead of what God is calling our church to be and do.
We all need to figure out what our church is supposed to be about, then feature what we do well.
Here are a few ideas.
Feature What You Do Well
Are children and families your emphasis? You should have “kid-friendly” written all over everything you
do. Literally. Hang banners and balloons in front of the church. Feature your kids’ artwork all over the
walls—and not just the Sunday School walls, the main lobby walls, too.
Do you want to be known for your friendliness? Have smiling greeters waving people into the parking lot.
Assign people in each seating section to say “hi” to guests and introduce them to others before and after
the service. But don’t have guests stand and introduce themselves during the service—that’s not friendly,
that’s just awkward.
Is your church strong on preaching the Bible? Then why are you waiting until half an hour or more into the
service before the preaching starts? Maybe you should begin with preaching. Then have worship in
response to the Word.
Find and Feature Your Unique Voice
Here are two real-life examples. From a megachurch and a Small Church.
1. Hillsong church in Australia used to be called Sydney Christian Life Centre. But they became known for
their phenomenal music, so they decided to put their worship music front-and-center, including changing
the name of the church to fit that.
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2. The church I pastor is Cornerstone Christian Fellowship. One of the things we do really well is reach out to
neighborhood youth. So if you drive by the church door, you’ll see skateboard ramps in the front parking lot.
They’re not hidden in the back, they’re featured out front.
No, you don’t have to change the name of your church. In fact, I don’t recommend that your church does any
of the ideas I just mentioned. That would be mere imitation.
Use these ideas as inspiration and start asking yourself these questions:



What does our church do well?
How can we remove the extra layers and feature what we do well?

This is not about gimmicks. This is about mission.
What has God called you to do? Why does your church exist? And how can you let people know about it?
So what do you think? What can your church do to stop burying the lead?

Holy Days (Holy Women, Holy Men, Celebrating the Saints)
http://holywomenholymen.wordpress.com/
April 16 – Mary (Molly) Brant (Konwatsijayenni) Witness to the Faith among the Mohawks
Mary, or Molly Brant, known among the Mohawks as Konwatsijayenni, was an important presence among the Iroquois
Confederacy during the time of the American Revolution. Baptized and raised as an Anglican due to the British presence in her
tribal area, she spoke and wrote in English, and she sought to keep the Mohawks, as well as the other tribes of the Iroquois
Nation, loyal to the British government during the Revolution. Born to Peter Tehonwaghkwangeraghkwa and his wife
Margaret, she moved west to Ohio with her family and lived there until her father’s death. She and her brother Joseph took the
name of their stepfather, Brant Kanagaradunkwa, who married their mother in 1753. Her stepfather was a friend of Sir William
Johnson, the British Superintendent for North Indian Affairs. Mary met Sir William in 1759, and though they could not legally
marry, she became his common law wife, and together they had nine children. She exerted influence among both the British
and the Mohawks, and her voice was often sought among tribal councils and in treaty efforts. Following her husband’s death,
the Oneidas and the Americans, in retaliation for her loyalty to the British and to the Anglican Church, destroyed her home.
She and her children fled and were protected by the principal chief of the Five Nations, whose leaders respected her
word and counsel. In 1783, she moved to Kingston, Ontario, where the British Government rewarded her for her loyalty. A
lifelong Anglican, she helped found St. George’s Anglican Church in Kingston. At her death her tribesmen as well as the
British with whom she had worked mourned her.

April 25 – Saint Mark the Evangelist
A disciple of Jesus, named Mark, appears in several places in the New Testament. If all references to Mark can be accepted as
referring to the same person, we learn that he was the son of a woman who owned a house in Jerusalem, perhaps the same
house in which Jesus ate the Last Supper with his disciples. Mark may have been the young man who fled naked when Jesus
was arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane. In his letter to the Colossians, Paul refers to “Mark the cousin of Barnabas,” who
was with him in his imprisonment. Mark set out with Paul and Barnabas on their first missionary journey, but he turned back
for reasons which failed to satisfy Paul (Acts 15:36–40). When
another journey was planned, Paul refused to have Mark with him. Instead, Mark went with Barnabas to Cyprus. The breach
between Paul and Mark was later healed, and Mark became one of Paul’s companions in Rome, as well as a close friend of
Peter’s. An early tradition recorded by Papias, Bishop of Hieropolis in Asia Minor at the beginning of the second century,
names Mark as the author of the Gospel bearing his name. This tradition, which holds that Mark drew his information from the
teaching of Peter, is generally accepted. In his First Letter, Peter refers to “my son Mark,” which shows a close relationship
between the two men (1Peter 5:13). The Church of Alexandria in Egypt claimed Mark as its first bishop and most illustrious
martyr, and the great Church of St. Mark in
Venice commemorates the disciple who progressed from turning back while on a missionary journey with Paul and Barnabas
to proclaiming in his Gospel Jesus of Nazareth as Son of God, and bearing witness to that faith in his later life as friend and
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companion to the apostles Peter and Paul.

Thank you Cheri Gage for gathering and coordinating St. Andrew’s gift for the
Episcopal Social Service (ESS) silent auction!

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
1062 Chet Smith Ave
Derby, Kansas 67037
316.788.2595
The Very Rev. Tom Wilson, Rector
rector@standrewsderby.org
The Rev. John Roper, Deacon
Mr. Don Morrow, Sr. Warden
Ms. Selina Touhey, Jr. Warden
Mr. Jack Birch, Sexton
Vestry Members:
Mr. Rick Brown
Ms. Rebecca Dougherty
Mrs. Margaret Kinkead
Mrs. Martha Mason
Unfilled Position
Send newsletter entries or suggestions by the 20th of the month to Jenniffer Dorsett gigi12273@gmail.com and Fr. Tom
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