The Light on the Hill
December, 2014

2011
From, the
Rector
Dear Friends in Christ,
On Thursday we will celebrate our national “Thanksgiving day”. Throughout the country there will be feasts, families
gathered and stories told. As Christians, we are offered an encompassing means to celebrate.
Each Sunday, when the sacrament of bread and wine are blessed and eaten, we take part in giving thanks,
“Thanksgiving”. This sacrament feeds us in ways we may only understand in eternity. When we receive the bread and
wine we also celebrate the presence of Jesus in our lives.
As Christians, we recognize that we have more to celebrate than can be contained within a national day of thanksgiving.
Every day we are called to recognize that even our breath is a gift. When we celebrate what God has done, we experience
hope, even in the darkest of moments. It is difficult to recognize “problems” as opportunities to grow in faith. That might
sound trite, but it is a vital part of St. Andrew’s story.
Time and time again, our parish has faced and overcome adversity. Those times often seemed more than the people of St.
Andrew’s could overcome. There were times with no priest, there were times without enough money, times when there
were no children, few new faces. Fear was rampant, hope was scarce.
Those times are bound together in their positive outcomes. What unifies those challenging times are parishioner’s faithful
actions, recognizing that God would never abandon this parish. Faithful actions brought outstanding results. Thanks be to
God.
Again, times are tough, but there is absolutely hope. As we enter into the season of Advent, we are again reminded of
God’s presence. Emmanuel, “God is with us”, promises that we will never be abandoned.
God’s peace, Tom+

Saturday December 21 – Congregation decorates for Christmas
Sunday January 4 – Parishioners take home poinsettias

Mark your Calendar!
St. Andrew's Annual Meeting and Lunch
Sun, January 18 immediately after service.

We’re on the Web!
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Advent and Christmas Season Services
Advent Taize Services
Wednesday, December 3rd, 10th, and 17th
7:00pm
Christmas Eve
Wednesday, December 24th
5:30pm – Rite II with Children’s Pageant,
all children are welcome to participate
(Coffee and cookies between services)
8:00pm – Rite II with Carols and Choir
Christmas Day
Thursday, December 25th
10:00 am – Rite II without music
Epiphany Celebration
Sunday, January 11th
10:30am – Rite II
(Please contact the church if you wish to schedule a
Baptism for this date)

E

St. John’s Choir Presents Lessons & Carols, December 14th
The service starts at 4:00 and features not only St. John's choir but singers from several other Parishes in
the convocation. Hear God's message in scripture, glorious anthems, and your favorite carols. You won't
want to miss this beautiful and inspiring event!
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Who’s In the Pew Next to You?
Bob and Cheri Gage are both originally from Ottawa Kansas.
They were searching for a city to open a chiropractic practice
with one criteria…it had to have an Episcopal Church. They
chose Derby and have been here for 38 years. They have two
grown sons, Matt in Derby who now owns the chiropractic
practice and Andy who is the Area Director of Operations for
Freddy’s Frozen Custard in Idaho. They also have one grandson,
Jackson who lives in Derby. They have both done just about
every job at St. Andrew’s including Bob serving as Senior
Warden twice, and they have both served on the Vestry
numerous times. Cheri has taught Sunday School, is a member of the Episcopal Church Women and has
volunteered at Venture House. They have been on two Search Committees as well. They feel very lucky
to have been involved in many aspects of the church and love it. Bob is semi retired from the
chiropractic office that his son now owns and Cheri is the head consultant for a large national
chiropractic management company. At one time Cheri worked for Bob at the practice and now Bob
works for Cheri as a consultant. “Some days I work for my son and some days I work for Cheri”. They
will be married for 45 years in January. They were married at Grace Episcopal Church in Ottawa. Cheri
grew up Methodist and her family converted to the Episcopal Church when she was 12. When Bob
asked Cheri’s father if he could ask her to marry him, her father’s only requirement was that he became
an Episcopalian…so he did. They both love to travel, especially to Europe, and they used to ski. They feel
very blessed and grateful and wish the love of St. Andrew’s could reach more people.

Men's Breakfast Saturday, December 6th, 9-10:30.
Come enjoy breakfast and fellowship. Signup sheet
in Guild Hall

Outreach Committee meeting
has been moved to Tuesday,
December 16, 6:30.

St. Andrew’s Derby is hosting
an Ultreya meeting. Sunday
January 11, 2015
5:00 pm. Pot Luck and Meeting
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Altar Guild gathering, next meeting February 9, 6:30 all are welcome. Have you ever
considered joining the Altar Guild? Ask a member for details.
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2014 ADVENT MOBILE CANDLESTICKS
Help St. Andrew’s with Outreach and Building Funds, by sponsoring a
Candlestick on our Mobile during Advent. We have Doves, and Crosses and
Stars for other
seasons. We would like to have something for Advent. What
v
better then to be “The Light on the Hill!” and shine a light in our hearts during
our preparations for Christmas!
Candlesticks for the Mobile will come in 4” – 6” with one large Candlestick at the
bottom. These candlesticks are being created from wood harvested from our
Nature Preserve.
What a way to recycle some of this wood and bring something bright into the
church and an option to bring some into your home.
You can sponsor a Candlestick for the Mobile.
You can sponsor a Candlestick for the Mobile and receive 2 for your use.
Candlesticks for the mobile will be ready to hang for Advent 2014. Candlesticks for your use will be
available for Advent 2015.
Candlesticks will be numbered and your sponsorship noted.
◻

1 Candlestick $20.00 or

◻ 1 Mobile and 2

$35.00 Limit 85

◻

1 Candlestick $30.00 or

◻ 1 Mobile and 2

$50.00 Limit 12

◻

1 Candlestick $80.00 or

◻ 1 Mobile and 2

$150.00 Limit 1 (Subscribed)

24 Pies were donated by our
parishioners and delivered to
Episcopal Social Services for
their Thanksgiving lunch. Over
400 peole were fed.

Little Free Library
The Derby Public Library has set up a Little Free Library next
to our parking lot. It’s a “take a book, return a book” gathering
place where neighbors share their favorite literature and
stories. In its most basic form, a Little Free Library is a box full
of books where anyone may stop by and pick up a book (or
two) and bring back another book to share.
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Diocesan News

MIQRA
MIQRA (meek-rah) is a weekend retreat that focuses on the Bible and allows teens to discover what’s in it, why we should care,
and how to read it. MIQRA will be offered January 17-19, 2015, Grace Cathedral, Topeka for grades 6-12 for $50. Priority Deadline
is January 1, 2015 (price increases by $15 after this date). More information and registration forms are available on the youth
website, http://edokyouth.wordpress.com/miqra/ .

Campus Ministry plans January retreat for college students
All college-aged Episcopalians, as well as others interested in exploring the Episcopal faith, are invited for “A Retreat to
Reconnect,” a weekend retreat Jan. 2-4, 2015. It will take place at Camp Wood YMCA, southwest of Emporia, where
participants will worship, relax and share meals together. There will be optional workshops, hikes, games, a talent show, yoga and
more. More information is on the campus ministry website at http://edokcampusministry.wordpress.com/retreat/.

Episcopal Church Foundation to provide free webinar on faith formation
The Episcopal Church Foundation is hosting a free webinar on Dec. 9 at 6 p.m. Central time to help parish leaders explore the
concept of “hybrid faith formation,” an alternative to adult Sunday school that brings participants together for periodic or
seasonal in-person gatherings and supplements those with leader-facilitated small group learning via connection to a social media
hub. This model developed from the changing pattern of Sunday attendance, weekday availability and new member religious
background that many churches now experience. The material will be presented by the Center for the Ministry of Teaching at
Virginia Theological Seminary, which has been coaching church leaders in implementing this new style of faith formation. There is
no fee to attend, but pre-registration is required. Sign up online at https://ecf.episcopalfoundation.org/pages/ll-web-2014-19hybrid-faith-formation.

Have You Ever Wondered…

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
This month I am featuring our
Lavabo Bowl and Lavabo
Towel

Lavabo: Latin word meaning ‘I
will wash’ refers to the
ceremonial washing of the
celebrant’s fingers before the
Eucharistic Prayer. An acolyte
or server assists by holding the bowl and pouring water over the
celebrant's hands. The celebrant's hands are dried on a lavabo towel
(usually embroidered with a cross) which hangs over a wrist of the
server.
St. Andrew’s has four different Lavabo Bowls. The blue ceramic was
presented by Pat Turner in memory of Lawrence Turner. The white
ceramic was made by Ruth Weber. The silver was presented by Charlie
Galloway in memory of C.O. Rasmussen

BIRTHDAYS

22 Janet Miller

1 Daniel Schneider

31 Kinsley Devine

Taylor Freund

ANNIVERSARIES

2

Frank Henry

7 Andy & Marge Rogers

4

Ewan Rucker

12 Travis & Llana Jorns

5

Jim Schlosser

6

Caryl

14 Anthony &
Margarette Coleman

Chacey-Guba
12 Sarah Wilson
13 Mary Feil
14 Glenna Schlosser
15 Rich Frankel
16 Kathleen O’Brien

23 Darwin & Debbie
Pfingsten
28 Michael & Erin
Chacey
31 Frank & Debbie
Henry
Karl & Leona
Denesha
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Coat Drive for Episcopal Social Services
Do you have a coat hanging in your closet that you just don’t seem to wear? Have your children grown out of
their coats? Please consider bringing your gently used coats of any size to church by December 12 to be
donated to Episcopal Social Services.

Gifts for School Children

This year we are gathering gifts for 1st Graders at
Oaklawn, Cooper and Pleasantview schools. We are
providing gifts for 154 children, 66 girls and 88 boys.
Please bring toys in the $10-20 range and/or candy canes
by December 14. On that day we will be wrapping them
after church, please feel free to join in and bring wrapping
paper. On December 19 we will be delivering the gifts, if
you would like to participate please be at the church by
9am. Please no toy guns, knives or weapons.

This year St. Andrew's and the Cross of
Glory Lutheran Church are starting a
joint youth group. Their first outreach
effort is to sponsor for Christmas a family
with young children suggested by St.
Francis Family Services. This family is
located in Derby. The youth and parents
will be notified when a shopping trip has
been scheduled. Since they are just
starting, they are asking that each youth
donate $5 towards the purchase of these
gifts. Additional funds to purchase the
gifts are being provided by an
anonymous source.

Celebrate Giving Tuesday, December 2!
We have a day of giving thanks, two days for
getting deals, and now a day dedicated to giving
back! Giving Tuesday is December 2, this year.
The idea of Giving Tuesday is to celebrate
generosity by giving to an organization helping to
make a difference. In 2013, more than $12.3 billion
was spent on Black Friday and an extra $2 billion
was spent on Cyber Monday. Think of the impact you could be making by donating even half the amount you spend on
Black Friday and Cyber Monday to charities in your community. At Episcopal Social Services, we work diligently to
ensure our neighbors’ needs are met and we are able to do that through your financial support. Please remember
Episcopal Social Services in your charitable contributions this year. Donations can be made directly on our website
at www.esswichita.org or mailed to ESS, P.O. Box 670, Wichita, KS 67201.
ESS Emergency Food and Hygiene Pantry needs
At the times when our neighbors run out of resources to provide food for their tables or purchase the hygiene items
necessary to stay clean and healthy, we step in. ESS is in need of the following items to be able to provide our
neighbors living in poverty: canned chicken, soups, and vegetables, (pull top cans are appreciated); packaged fruit;
peanut butter; pasta and sauce; baby food; and crackers packaged in sleeves. We also need deodorant (male and
female), diapers, and feminine hygiene items. Donations can be dropped off ESS, located at 1010 N. Main, Wichita.
We are also collecting adult-sized socks, gloves, and scarves to keep our neighbors warm. Donations can be dropped off
at ESS, located at 1010 N. Main, Wichita.
Join us for our annual Christmas lunch on Tuesday, December 18!
Jennifer Wise | Director of Development and Public Relations
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Holy Days (Holy Women, Holy Men, Celebrating the Saints)
http://holywomenholymen.wordpress.com/
December 6 – Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, c. 342
Very little is known about the life of Nicholas, except that he suffered torture and imprisonment during the persecution under the
Emperor Diocletian. It is possible that he was one of the bishops attending the First Ecumenical Council of Nicaea in 325. He was
honored as a saint in Constantinople in the sixth century by the Emperor Justinian. His veneration became immensely popular in
the West after the supposed removal of his body to Bari, Italy, in the late eleventh century. In England almost 400 churches were
dedicated to him. Nicholas is famed as the traditional patron of seafarers and sailors, and, more especially, of children. As a bearer
of gifts to children, his name was brought to America by the Dutch colonists in New York, from whom he is popularly known as
Santa Claus.

December 25 - The Nativity of Our Lord
That Jesus was born is a fact both of history and revelation. The precise date of his birth, however, is not recorded in the Gospels,
which are, after all, not biographies, and show little concern for those biographical details in which more modern Christians are
interested. Such interest began to become prominent in the fourth century, together with the development of liturgical observances
of the events of biblical history. It was in Rome, in 336, that the date, December 25, was settled upon for the celebration of the
Nativity. The day, coming as it does at the winter solstice, was already a sacred one, as the festival of the birth of the
Unconquerable Sun (dies natalis Solis Invicti); but its correspondence with the historical date of Jesus’ birth was stoutly
maintained by learned, if ingenious, writers. The observance spread rapidly throughout the West; and it is accepted also by most of
the Eastern Churches, in which, however, it does not have the prominence it has in the West. The full title of the feast dates from
the 1662 edition of the Book of Common Prayer. Prior to that revision, the day was known only as “Christmas Day.” The word
“Christmas,” which can be traced to the twelfth century, is a contraction of “Christ’s Mass.”

Remember in Prayer Those Serving Our Country, Especially those below
Scott

Oehmke’s nephew

Scott

Gary & Debbie Oehmke's son in law

Daniel

Friend of Ropers

KC

Doyn Wiler's nephew

Ryan

Son of Fr. Michael Bernard

Steven

Jerry Milleson's cousin

Collin

Former Parishioner

Stevie

Suzy Roper’s cousin’s son

Johnathan

Carol and Robbin Pagels' son

Nathan

John Nicholas' friend

Chris

Carol and Robbin Pagels' son

Brad

Friend of Don & Sarah Morrow

Joann

Carol and Robbin Pagels' daughter in law

Diane

Parishioner

Hunter

Suzy Roper's cousin's grandson

Mark

Jenniffer Dorsett & Martha Mason’s son

Please Pray for those on the St. Andrew’s Prayer chain
Sherry, parishioner, for healing

and healing

Afton & Family, McCreight's daughter &
family, for spiritual guidance

Sammi, Selina’s friend, for healing and
comfort

Alex & Emily, McCreight's son and
girlfriend, for spiritual guidance

Rick & family, new parishioner, for
healing

Morgan, McCreight's friend, for healing,
strength and faith

Bob, Gage & Blouin, for healing

Margi, parishioner, for guidance and God’s
peace
Anne, parishioner, for proper treatment

Lee, Friend of Miller’s, for healing and
strength
Cindy, Friend of Spark’s & Daugherty,
for strength, healing and guidance

Don, Friend of Miller’s & Don Morrow’s
father, for healing and strength
Wayne & Susan, Friend of Miller’s, for
healing and courage
Keith, Jen Brown’s father, for healing and
strength
Harry, Friend of Miller’s, for healing and
strength
Jerry, Friend of Roper’s, for healing and
strength
Names remain on the parish prayer list for
thirty days unless requested
for a longer
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period. All are encouraged to extend a

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
1062 Chet Smith Ave
Derby, Kansas 67037
316.788.2595
The Very Rev. Tom Wilson, Rector
rector@standrewsderby.org
The Rev. John Roper, Deacon
Mr. Don Morrow, Sr. Warden
Ms. Kathy Rucker, Jr. Warden
Mr. Jack Birch, Sexton
Vestry Members:
Mr. Rick Brown
Ms. Rebecca Dougherty
Mr. Danny Miller
Ms. Selina Touhey
Mr. Mark McCreight
th

Send newsletter entries or suggestions by the 20 of the month to Jenniffer Dorsett gigi12273@gmail.com and Fr. Tom

Page 9

