
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              Page 1 

Christmas Message from Presiding Bishop Michael Curry 

December 2017 

Pledged Income vs. Budget   January—October,  2017 

Pledged Income Received : $71,094.03                  Pledged Income Budgeted : $88,274.00 

In 2 Corinthians, the Apostle Paul says, 
 

If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation. The old has passed away, behold, the new is come. 
 

At a point in that passage, St. Paul says, “God was in Christ, reconciling the world to Himself,” and he also says at 
another point in the same passage, “and we have been given the ministry of reconciliation.” 
 

Have you ever gone to the movies or read a story or a novel, and the novel starts with the end, so you know where 
the story ends, but then the rest of the story or the novel is actually the story behind the story. We know about 
Christmas. We know about Mary. We know about Joseph. We know about the angels singing Gloria in excelsis 
deo. We know from our childhood the animals in the stable. We know of the magi who come from afar, arriving 
around Epiphany, bearing gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. We know of the angels singing in the heavens, 
and the star that shown above them. Therein is the story. 
 

But the story behind the story is what St. Paul was talking about. God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself, 
and Jesus has now given us that same ministry of reconciliation. God was reconciling the world to himself by be-
coming one of us. The divine became human. God entered history. Eternity became part of time. God was recon-
ciling the world to himself by actually living it himself. In Jesus, God came among us to show us the way, to be rec-
onciled with the God who has created us all and everything that is. And God has likewise come in the person of 
Jesus, to show us how to be reconciled with each other, as children of the one God who is the Creator of us all. 
That’s the story behind Christmas. 
 

God is showing us the Way to become God’s children, and as God’s children, brothers and sisters of each other. 
God is showing us in Jesus how to become God’s family and how to change, and build, and make a world where 
everybody is a part of that family. Where children don’t go to bed hungry. Where no one has to be lonely. Where 
justice is real for all and where love is the ultimate law. 
 

Know there is a story behind the story, and it’s a story worth singing about, and giving thanks for, and then living. 
 

One of my favorite writers, the late Howard Thurman, composed a poem many years ago about Christmas, and he 
says it probably better than I: 
 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 
When the star in the sky is gone, 
When the kings and the princes are home, 
When the shepherds are back with their flocks, 
Then the work of Christmas begins: 
To find the lost, 
To heal the broken, 
To feed the hungry, 
To release the prisoner, 
To rebuild the nations, 
To bring peace to others, 
And alas, to make music in the heart. 
 

The story behind the story is that God so loved the world, and so loves you, and so loves me. 
 

Have a blessed Christmas, a wonderful New Year, and go out and make music in the heart of the world. 
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Advent and Christmas Season Services 

Advent Taize Services 

Wednesday, Nov. 29, Dec. 6, 13,  & 20 

7:30 pm 

 

Christmas Eve 

Sunday, December 24th  

10:30am—Morning Prayer in the Guild Hall 

7:00pm – Rite II with Carols, Children’s Pageant,  

Blessing of New Nativity and Angel Choir 

all children are welcome to participate 

 

First Sunday After Christmas 

Sunday, December  31st  

10:30am — Lessons and Carols 

 

Epiphany Celebration 

Sunday, January 7th 

10:30am – Rite II with Baptism  

(Please contact the church if you have a Baptism that you would like 

performed) 

Sunday December 17 – Congregation decorates for Christmas after the service  
 

 
 

Sunday January 7 – Congregation takes down Christmas decorations 
and Parishioners take home poinsettias 

http://www.ehow.com/info_8748317_taize-worship.html
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Youth news 
Miqra registration is now open. Registration ow is open for MIQRA (meek-rah), a weekend retreat 
that focuses on the Bible and allows teens to discover what’s in it, why they should care and how to 
read it.  When: Saturday, Jan. 13, 2018, 1 p.m. to Monday, Jan. 15, 2018, 10:30 a.m. Where: St. Da-

vid’s, 3916 SW 17th St., Topeka (unfortunately, the Cathedral will still be under construction in January, so 
we will need to do Mega-Miqra again this year.) Who: Grades 6-12 Fee: $55 Priority deadline: Friday, Dec. 
29 (price increases by $15 after this date) Registration forms: Youth and adults can sign-up for Miqra 
here: https://edok.formstack.com/forms/miqra2018 
Adults, parents, college students, EFM students and church staff are invited to help us with the read-
ing on Friday. Sign-up here: www.volunteersignup.org/QRMAY.The Youth Missioner currently is seeking 
clergy and lay catechists to lead workshops on the Bible during the weekend. If you are interested, please 
contact Karen Schlabach at (913) 708-5927 orkschlabach@episcopal-ks.org. 

Minutes of Council of Trustees meetings now are online. Minutes from the Oct. 21 meeting of the Coun-
cil of Trustees have been approved and now are posted on the diocesan website: http://www.episcopal-
ks.org/news/Council-of-Trustees-minutes.php. 

  

Episcopal Relief & Development offers matching-funds challenge. Any contribution made to Episcopal 
Relief & Development between now and Dec. 31 will be matched, dollar-for-dollar, up to a total of $760,000 – 
the largest match every available to ER&D. This includes donations to any fund, as well as through the popu-
lar Gifts for Life (https://support.episcopalrelief.org/gifts), an alternative giving catalog. Matched funds will be 
designated for the Global Needs Fund, helping to empower communities worldwide. Secure online donations 
may be made at https://support.episcopalrelief.org/match-2017? 
ID=170000RP0HC0000&utm_medium=pressrelease&utm_campaign=fy17pressrelease&utm_source=17000
0RP0HC0000. 

Diocesan News from the Diolog 

All ages, please come join us as we create a Jesse Tree. This is for Advent only, taking place in 
the Guild Hall, after the service.  The Jesse Tree represents Jesus' family tree. The name is taken 
from Isaiah 11:1, in which Jesus is referred to as a shoot coming up from the stump of Jesse, 
the father of David. The ornaments on the Jesse tree tell of Jesus' ancestors, and of the events 
leading to Jesus' birth. All ages are encouraged to join in the fun. 

 

Multi-Generational Advent Activity at Coffee Hour 

https://maps.google.com/?q=3916+SW+17th+St.,+Topeka&entry=gmail&source=g
https://edok.formstack.com/forms/miqra2018
https://www.volunteersignup.org/QRMAY
tel:(913)%20708-5927
mailto:kschlabach@episcopal-ks.org
http://www.episcopal-ks.org/news/Council-of-Trustees-minutes.php
http://www.episcopal-ks.org/news/Council-of-Trustees-minutes.php
https://support.episcopalrelief.org/gifts
https://support.episcopalrelief.org/match-2017?ID=170000RP0HC0000&utm_medium=pressrelease&utm_campaign=fy17pressrelease&utm_source=170000RP0HC0000
https://support.episcopalrelief.org/match-2017?ID=170000RP0HC0000&utm_medium=pressrelease&utm_campaign=fy17pressrelease&utm_source=170000RP0HC0000
https://support.episcopalrelief.org/match-2017?ID=170000RP0HC0000&utm_medium=pressrelease&utm_campaign=fy17pressrelease&utm_source=170000RP0HC0000
http://www.beliefnet.com/love-family/community.aspx
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Bob, parishioner, for continued 

healing 

Herb & Earline, Martha Mason’s 

uncle and aunt, for healing 

Ester & Joanna, Chad Devena’s 

mother and sister, for healing & 

strength 

Janet, parishioner, for healing & 

strength 

Rush, Danny & Janet Miller’s grand-

son, for continued healing 

Dakotah, Martha Mason & Jenniff-

er Dorsett’s friend, for healing & 

strength 

Ward, Margaret Kinkead’s friend, 

for strength 

Luanne, Margi Young’s sister, for 

comfort & peace 

Namuuna, foreign ex-change stu-

dent that lived with Martha Bro-

hammer, for healing  

Mike & Dee Ann, Margaret 

Kinkead’s daughter & son in-law, 

for comfort & peace 

Tim, Martha Mason’s brother, for 

comfort & peace 

Sherry & Butch, former parishion-

ers, for healing and strength 

Frank, Annetta Smith-Frankel’s fa-

ther, for healing  

Wade, Stuart Dougherty’s cousin, 

for proper treatment & healing 

William, Maureen Sparks’ son, for un-

derstanding &healing 

Muriel, parishioner, for healing 

Joell, Jenniffer Dorsett & Martha Ma-

son’s friend, strength for the journey 

Lena, Kathy Rucker’s friend’s grand-

daughter, for healing 

Larry, Aaron Rucker’s former instruc-

tor, for healing 

Roger, Shirley Kezar’s son, for healing  

Mayzie, Kathy Rucker’s friend’s grand-

daughter , for healing 

Marie, Lory Mills’ aunt, for healing 

Susan, Chester Green’s wife, for heal-

ing 

Lonnie, Aaron Rucker’s friend, for heal-

ing 

Karen, Caryl Chacey-Guba’s daughter, 

for healing 

Laura, Jenniffer Dorsett & Martha Ma-

son’s friend, for healing and guidance 

Jill, Lory Mills’ sister, for healing 

Alex, Fr. Tom’s nephew, for healing 

Kelly, Carol Daney’s daughter, for guid-

ance & strength 

Chad, parishioner, for healing and pa-

tience 

Jolene, Stuart Dougherty’s mother, for 

healing and strength 

Tom, Don Morrow’s uncle, for healing 

Ruth, John Nicholas’ friend, for healing 

Warren, Stuart Dougherty’s brother, for 

healing 

Mary, John & Glenda Nicholas’ daugh-

ter, for strength and healing 

Karen, Janet & Danny Miller’s friend, 

for healing, peace, and comfort. 

Bill, JaNell Clark’s uncle, for hope & 

strength 

Betty, JaNell Clark’s friend, for hope 

& strength 

Marty, Annetta Smith-Frankel’s friend, 

for healing 

Doyn, parishioner, for healing 

Jay, John Nicholas’ friend, for healing 

Henry, John Nicholas’ friend, healing 

Mtr. Liz Gomes, for safe travels,  & 

healing. 

Royce, John Nicholas’ friend, for heal-

ing 

Joanna & Willie, St. Andrew’s Day ca-

terer, for healing 

Martha, parishioner, for healing 

Frank, John Nicholas’ friend, for healing 

Cecelia, Bobbie Alley’s mother, for 

healing 

Roger, Margaret Kinkead’s son in-law, 

for proper diagnosis & treatment 

DeAnn, Margaret Kinkead’s friend, for 

proper diagnosis & treatment 

June, Martha Mason’s friend, for heal-

ing 

Carol, JaNell Clark’s cousin, for healing 

Please Pray for those on the St. Andrew’s Prayer Chain 
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Book Study and Tazie Service 

New Gold Paten  

Boy Scout Troop 247 flag burning ceremony at St. Andrew’s fire pit 

Mtr. Liz Gomes presented to 

Altar Guild Directress, Cheri 

Gage, a Gold Paten she gifted 

to St. Andrew’s. 

Morning Prayer lead by Youth 
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Mark Your Calendars 

Book Study and Taize Service, 6:30pm Wednesdays in Advent. Nov. 29, Dec. 6, 

13, & 20. Senior Warden, Don Morrow will be leading a book study on the book “What 

every Church Member Sould Know about Poverty” with a Taize service following at 

7:30pm. Taizé worship is an ecumenical, peaceful way to pray, using (easy to learn) 

musical chants, silent meditation, and scripture readings... a meditative, common pray-

er. The service offers a wonderful opportunity to be silent and center on the Lord. It 

lasts no longer than 30 minutes.  

 

St. Andrew’s Day Dinner Sunday, December 3rd 5:00-8:00pm.  

 

Outreach Committee Meeting Dec. 12, 1:00pm. Come help plan what St. Andrew’s 

will be doing in the community. If you cannot attend but have comments or suggestions 

please see Margaret Kinkead (316-737-0187) or Jenniffer Dorsett (316-655-8558) 

 

Altar Guild Work Day Dec. 16, 10:00am Come join the Altar Guild as they spruce up 

the church  for the Christmas Season! 

 

Christmas Bread to be bagged Dec. 23, 11:00am. It is St. Andrew’s tradition to offer 
a loaf of bread to every family at the Christmas Eve service. Help is needed to bag the 
bread and large baskets, we can borrow, to be used to organize it. Suzy Roper has 
been coordinating this special ministry for many years and is ready to pass it on to 
someone else. Please contact her 648-3881 or the office if you would like to take on 
this ministry.  

 

New Nativity and parish ‘Angel Choir’ to be blessed at the 7pm Christmas Eve 
service. You are invited to bring the angel from your own Nativity December 17 or 24 
to join an ‘Angel Choir’ to be blessed with our new Nativity.  

 

 

Vestry Meeting Sunday December 10th after the church service in Classroom C. 

 

Worship Committee meeting Thursday, January 4th, 9:30am.  

 

Annual Meeting Reports Due, Jan. 8. If you are the head of a Committee or Ministry, 

please email your Annual Meeting Report to Jenniffer Dorsett saintandrewsder-

by@gmail.com by January 8th .  

 

Women’s Fellowship Group meeting, Jan. 13, 12:00pm  

 

Annual Meeting and Lunch January 21st, after service 

mailto:saintandrewsderby@gmail.com
mailto:saintandrewsderby@gmail.com
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  Remember in Prayer Those Serving Our Country, Especially those below  

Malachi Martha Mason’s friend’s son 

Andrew Parishioner 

Ryan Salina Touhey’s friend 

Carly Don & Sarah Morrow’s friend’s daughter 

Pat Madison Clark’s great uncle 

Ryan Fr. Mike Bernard’s son 

Scott   Gary & Debbie Oehmke’s nephew 

Scott Gary & Debbie Oehmke's son in law 

Brad               Friend of Don & Sarah Morrow 

Diane               Parishioner 

Mark Jenniffer Dorsett & Martha Mason’s 

son 

Brandon Kathy Rucker’s niece’s husband 

Prayer for the Search for the 10th bishop of the Diocese of Kansas 

Gracious and loving God, thank you for the directing presence of your Holy Spirit upon those who have been 

set apart to discern your call of the 10th bishop of the Diocese of Kansas. Look graciously on your people as 

we lift up the search process in fervent prayer. Guide us to the faithful pastor who will nurture your people and 

cultivate the myriad gifts that abide in the people of this diocese. Empower this search with a spirit of joy and 

discernment as together we journey with Jesus the road ahead; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Prayer for the Election of a Minister 

Almighty God, giver of every good gift; Look graciously on your Church, and so guide the minds of those who shall 

choose a rector for this parish, that we may receive a faithful pastor, who will care for you people and equip us for our 

ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

From the Book of Common Prayer, pg. 818 

Have You Ever Wondered… 

Advent Wreath: A circle of greenery, marked by four candles that represent the four Sundays of the sea-

son of Advent. An additional candle is lit as each new Sunday is celebrated in Advent. Advent wreaths 

are used both in churches and in homes for devotional purposes. The candles may be blue, purple, or 

lavender, depending on local custom. Some Advent wreaths include a white candle in the center known 

as the "Christ Candle," which is lit on Christmas Eve.  
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St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 

1062 Chet Smith Ave 

Derby, Kansas 67037 

316.788.2595 

The Rev. John Roper, Deacon 

Parish Administrator, Jenniffer Dorsett 

Mr. Don Morrow, Sr. Warden 

Ms. Carol Daney, Jr. Warden  

 

Vestry Members: 

 

Mr. Steve Clark 

Mrs. Margaret Kinkead 

Mrs. Lory Mills 

Mr. Gary Oehmke 

Ms. Selina Touhey 

 

Send newsletter entries or suggestions  by the 20th of the month to the Parish Admin. Jenniffer Dorsett saintandrewsderby@gmail.com. 

December Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Birthdays 

1   Taylor Freund 

 Daniel Schneider 

2 Frank Henry  

4  Ewan Rucker 

6  Caryl Chacey-Guba 

9 Natalie Peterson 

12  Sarah Wilson 

13  Mary Feil  

15 Rich Frankel 

16 Kathleen O’Brien 

22  Janet Miller 

Anniversaries 

7 Andy & Marge Rogers 

14 Anthony & Margarette Coleman 

23 Darwin & Debbie Pfingsten 

28 Michael & Erin Chacey 

31 Karl & Leona Denesha 


