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Newsletter Date  |  Volume 1, Issue 1 

We’re on the Web! 

The Light on the Hill             

January 2015 

, 2011 From the Rector 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

A new year! Many people start a new year by making “resolutions”. Their resolutions or commitments are focused upon 

making positive changes in their lives. For whatever reason, I have made few resolutions over the years and I doubt that 

I will make any for 2015.  

While I do not make resolutions, I do look back on the prior year. I look back, giving thanks to God for countless 

things. What I ordinarily do is sit in prayer and afterwards start to make my gratitude list.   

Here are a few of the things that I am very grateful for in 2014. For this column, I am limiting my gratitude list as 

relates to St. Andrew’s. 

1. I am very grateful that our parish Christian Education and VBS programs excelled this year. Volunteers 

increased in numbers and involvement, supplementing those who have worked for years. 

2. This past June, I took a month’s sabbatical. I cannot fully express how grateful I am for the countless 

parishioners who “covered the bases” while I was gone. I truly was able to peacefully rest, knowing that 

parish priorities were being met. 

3. For much of this past year Janet Miller and Suzy Roper primarily shouldered the responsibility for preparing 

weekly service bulletins. Their sacrificial gifts of time, patience and grace still inspires awe in me. 

4. Our Senior Warden and Vestry have been in many ways stretched, working to lead and support current 

parish ministries, while also imagining where our parish future is headed. They were instrumental in the 

success of our recent parish stewardship program. 

5. Our stewardship results reflect 2/3’s of our pledging households increasing what they plan to give during 

2015. There was a net gain of three households pledging for 2015. To place that into context, there are five 

previous pledges not received, due to moving away, illness, or transferred membership. Yet, there was over a 

12% net increase in funds pledged. I am humbled by the sacrificial giving of our members. 

6. Last October’s Fall Frenzy was a blast. For those who could not come, I hope that it will be repeated. It was 

a great time to get to know folks, have lots of laughs all while being a little silly. 

7. As the year is winding down, Jenniffer Dorsett has started to volunteer 3-4 half days a week. When her 

efforts are combined with Evelyn Griffin’s ministry of calling and Maureen Spark’s ministry of maintaining 

financial records, I feel very blessed. 

8. Deacon John Roper has been ongoing support for our parish and me. I am certain that John does not 

recognize all that he gives. I am blessed. 
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Sunday January 4 – Parishioners take home poinsettias and take down 

Christmas decorations  

 

 

 

 

Epiphany Celebration 

Sunday, January 11th 

10:30am – Rite II with Baptism  

(Please contact Fr. Tom or an office volunteer if you have a  

Baptism that you would like performed) 

I assure you that I have not begun to exhaust the list of individuals, situations or ministries for which I give 

thanks to God. Words cannot really express how blessed I know that I am, as your Rector. Each of you is a gift 

from God to the world, for which I know countless people give thanks. 

As 2014 winds down please know that I pray for each of you. Please prepare your own “gratitude list” regarding 

St. Andrew’s. If you do, please consider sharing your list with the parish. We can remove your name, if you 

wish, while sharing excerpts from your gratitude lists in future newsletters. 

God’s peace, Tom+ 

 

 

 

Outreach Committee meeting Wednesday, January 21, 6:30. Come see what St. Andrew’s is 

doing in the community 

 St. Andrew’s is hosting an Ultreya pot luck 

and meeting. Sunday January 11, 2015 5:00 pm. 
 

Men's Breakfast Saturday, January 3rd,     

9-10:30. Come enjoy breakfast and 

fellowship. Signup sheet in Guild Hall                
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                                                            St. Andrew’s Day Parish Dinner December 7, 2014 

 

Vacation Bible School  
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  Remember in Prayer Those Serving Our Country, Especially those below  

 

Curtis McCarty, who was wrongfully sent to death row in Oklahoma, spent almost 22 years 

in prison until DNA evidence proved his innocence and led to his release. In his case, a 

forensic chemist falsified evidence, which led to his wrongful conviction. Curtis is one of 148 

individuals nationwide who have been sentenced to death and later exonerated since 

1973.  

What: Speaking event by one of our innocent exonerees Curtis McCarthy who was 

wrongfully convicted of murder. Curtis had been in Oklahoma prisons for a total of 22 years, 

of which he spent 19 years on "Death Row."   

Where: St. Andrew's Episcopal Church, Derby  

When: Wednesday, January 14th, 2015. Time: 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM 

The speaking event is followed by a Q&A session, where the audience can ask the speaker 

some questions related to his story. 

 

 
St. Andrew's Annual Meeting and Lunch 

Sun, January 18 immediately after service. 

Scott   Oehmke’s nephew 

Daniel  Friend of Ropers 

Ryan  Son of Fr. Michael Bernard 

Collin                Former Parishioner 

Johnathan         Carol and Robbin Pagels' son 

Chris   Carol and Robbin Pagels' son 

Joann Carol and Robbin Pagels' daughter in law 

Hunter                 Suzy Roper's cousin's grandson 

Scott Gary & Debbie Oehmke's son in law 

KC                Doyn Wiler's nephew 

Stevie Suzy Roper’s cousin’s son 

Nathan                John Nicholas' friend 

Brad               Friend of Don & Sarah Morrow 

Diane                Parishioner 

Mark Jenniffer Dorsett & Martha Mason’s son 
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St. Andrew’s parish member Martha Mason was confirmed along with nine 

members of St. John’s during the Bishop’s visit. 

Mark your Calendars 

 

Altar Guild next meeting February 9, 6:30 pm. All active members and 

anyone wishing to join the guild are welcome to attend. 

 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Feed, February 17, 5:00-7:00pm. 

 

 

Ash Wednesday Services, February 18, 12:00pm and 7:00pm. 

 

 

 

Cross Of Glory Lutheran Church Blood Drive, February 22. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
                                           

 

21   Kyla Jorns 

22   Jenniffer Dorsett 

23   Jean Small 

25   Anne Butler 

BIRTHDAYS 

5    John Nicholas 

10   Douglas Dougherty 

13   Karen Gipson 

17   Dakota Jones 

 

25   Anthony Coleman 

26   David Hamilton 

28   Matthew Crowell 

31   Kinsley Devine 

    ANNIVERSARIES 

3   Bob & Cheri Gage 

22 Chad & Tonya Devena 
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 Youth News 
Register for Miqra now! Jan. 17-19 at Grace Cathedral in Topeka. For youth in grades 6-12. Miqra (meek-rah) is a 

weekend retreat that focuses on the Bible and allows teens to discover what’s in it, why they should care and how to read 
it. This year’s educational focus will be on the Pentateuch. Registrations are due Thursday, Jan. 1 and are available online 
at http://edokyouth.wordpress.com/miqra/ . Parents, clergy and friends are invited to help us complete this awe-some 
feat! There are online sign-ups for reading from 9 a.m. Friday to 1 p.m. Saturday, before youth participants arrive.  We also 
need parents to help supervise the reading overnight (so our on-site volunteers can get some sleep!). Sign-up online to 
read or supervise at https://www.volunteersignup.org/PH7RM          

 Youth Peer Ministry applications now are being accepted. The diocesan youth peer ministry program is accepting 
applications to join the 13 current Peer Ministers. The peer ministry program seeks to provide an opportunity for high 
school students in the Episcopal Diocese of Kansas to grow in their faith, receive training in ministry and life skills, assume 
roles of liturgical leadership, welcome other students into the body of Christ, and develop other young leaders. If you 
know a youth in your parish who would fit this position or would be interested in this position, invite them to apply to be a 
peer minister. Applications are due by Feb. 1 and are available on the youth website at 
http://edokyouth.wordpress.com/peer-ministry/.  
If you have questions about the peer ministry program, contact Peer Ministry Coordinator Michael Funston at 
mikeykfunston@gmail.com or diocesan Youth Missioner Karen Schlabach at kschlabach@episcopal-ks.org.  

 Summer youth ministry internship applications now available. Do you know a college student interested in 
pursuing a vocation in ministry? If so, ask them if they are interested in applying for the Summer Youth Ministry 
Internship. Applications are due Feb. 28. Learn more about the program and how to apply at 
http://edokyouth.wordpress.com/internship/ 

 

 January webinars announced by Episcopal Church Foundation 

The Episcopal Church Foundation is offering a series of helpful webinars in January.  There is no cost to participate in these 
webinars, and all lay and clergy leaders are welcome. Topics for January are online resources, vestries, capital campaigns, 
endowments and more. A list of webinars in January (and upcoming months) is online at 
http://www.episcopalfoundation.org/about/news/24/ecf-webinars-winter-2015. There you also will find links to register. 

Diocesan News 

Have You Ever Wondered… 

 

Chalice: The cup for the wine that is consecrated and administered at the Eucharist. The 

chalice normally has a footed base and may have a knob underneath the bowl for easy 

gripping. It is appropriate for only one chalice to be on the altar during the Eucharistic 

Prayer, but additional chalices may be filled with consecrated wine as needed after the 

breaking of the bread. The chalice usually matches the paten, which is the plate or dish 

for the consecrated bread. Chalices are typically made of silver, or other precious or 

semi-precious metals, and may be decorated by jewels or engraved designs. Pottery 

chalices are also used. A chalice and paten may be presented as symbols of office at the vesting of a newly ordained priest in 

the ordination service. 

St. Andrew’s uses different Chalices, depending upon the church season. A blue pottery chalice, given in memory of 

Lawrence Turner, is used during Advent. One white pottery chalice is also used during Advent. Two white pottery chalices are 

used during Lent. The white pottery chalices were made and donated by Ruth Weber.  The two silver chalices are used during 

Epiphany and the season following Pentecost. Perhaps someone can suggest whether either was given in someone’s memory. 

Additionally, for “feast” days such as Easter or Christmas we have three gold chalices available. One was a gift from Jerry 

Milleson and one is on loan from the Weber family. Does someone know the background for the third gold chalice?  

http://edokyouth.wordpress.com/miqra/
https://www.volunteersignup.org/PH7RM
http://edokyouth.wordpress.com/peer-ministry/
mailto:mikeykfunston@gmail.com
mailto:kschlabach@episcopal-ks.org
http://edokyouth.wordpress.com/internship/
http://www.episcopalfoundation.org/about/news/24/ecf-webinars-winter-2015
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St. Andrew’s donated, 

wrapped and delivered 156 

presents to 1st Graders at 

Oaklawn, Cooper and 

Pleasantview schools. 

 

 

 

 Gifts for School Children  
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Holy Days (Holy Women, Holy Men, Celebrating the Saints) 

http://holywomenholymen.wordpress.com/ 

January 1 – The Holy Name of Our Lord Jesus Christ 

The designation of this day as the Feast of the Holy Name is new to the 1979 revision of the Prayer Book. Previous 

Anglican Prayer Books called it the Feast of the Circumcision. January first is, of course, the eighth day after 

Christmas Day, and the Gospel according to Luke records that eight days after his birth the child was circumcised 

and given the name Jesus. The Law of Moses required that every male child be circumcised on the eighth day from 

his birth (Leviticus 12:3); and it had long been the custom to make of it a festive occasion, when family and friends 

came together to witness the naming of the child. The liturgical commemoration of the Circumcision is of Gallican 

origin, and a Council in Tours in 567 enacted that the day was to be kept as a fast day to counteract pagan festivities 

connected with the beginning of the New Year. In the Roman tradition, January first was observed as the octave 

day of Christmas, and it was specially devoted to the Virgin Mother. The early preachers of the Gospel lay stress on 

the name as showing that Jesus was a man of flesh and blood, though also the Son of God, who died a human death, 

and whom God raised from death to be the Savior (Acts 2:32; 4:12). The name was given to Jesus, as the angel 

explained to Joseph, because he would “save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21). (The word means 

“Savior” or “Deliverer” in Hebrew.) Then as now, people longed to be freed from evils: political, social, and 

spiritual. The name of Jesus calls to mind the true freedom which is ours through Jesus the Christ. 
 

January 6 - The Epiphany of Our Lord Jesus Christ  

The name “Epiphany” is derived from a Greek word meaning “manifestation” or “appearing.” Anglican Prayer 

Books interpret the word with an alternative title, “The Manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles.” The last phrase, of 

course, is a reference to the story of the Wise Men from the East. A Christian observance on January 6 is found as 

early as the end of the second century in Egypt. The feast combined commemorations of the visit of the Magi, led 

by the star of Bethlehem; the Baptism of Jesus in the waters of the River Jordan; and Jesus’ first recorded miracle, 

the changing of water into wine at the marriage of Cana of Galilee—all thought of as manifestations of the 

incarnate Lord. The Epiphany is still the primary Feast of the Incarnation in Eastern Churches, and the three-fold 

emphasis is still prominent. In the West, however, including Anglican Churches, the story of the Wise Men has 

tended to overshadow the other two events. Modern lectionary reform, reflected in the 1979 Prayer Book, has 

recovered the primitive trilogy, by setting the event of the Baptism as the theme of the First Sunday after the 

Epiphany in all three years, and by providing the story of the Miracle at Cana as the Gospel for the Second Sunday 

after the Epiphany in Year C.  

Please Pray for those on the St. Andrew’s Prayer chain 

Sherry, parishioner, for healing  

Afton & Family, McCreight's daughter 

& family, for spiritual guidance 

Alex & Emily, McCreight's son and 

girlfriend, for spiritual guidance 

Morgan, McCreight's friend, for 

healing, strength and faith 

Margi, parishioner, for guidance and 

God’s peace 

Anne, parishioner, for proper 

treatment and healing 

Sammi, Selina’s friend, for healing 

and comfort 

Bob, Gage & Blouin, for healing 

Cindy, Friend of Spark’s & 

Daugherty, for strength, healing and 

guidance 

Don, Friend of Miller’s & Don 

Morrow’s father, for healing and 

strength 

Wayne & Susan, Friend of Miller’s, 

for healing and courage 

Keith, Jen Brown’s father, for 

healing and strength 

Harry, Friend of Miller’s, for healing 

and strength 

Herb & Earline, Martha Mason’s 

uncle and aunt, for healing 

Kellie, Oehmke family friend and in-

law, for proper diagnosis, treatment 

& healing 

Ray, Friend of Spark’s, for healing 

Names remain on the parish prayer 

list for thirty days unless requested for 

a longer period.  All are encouraged to 

extend a person's request for prayers 

as long as is felt necessary.  

 

http://holywomenholymen.wordpress.com/
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St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 

1062 Chet Smith Ave 

Derby, Kansas 67037 

316.788.2595 

The Very Rev. Tom Wilson, Rector 

rector@standrewsderby.org 

The Rev. John Roper, Deacon 

Mr. Don Morrow, Sr. Warden 

Ms. Kathy Rucker, Jr. Warden  

Mr. Jack Birch, Sexton 

 

Vestry Members: 

 

Mr. Rick Brown 

Ms. Rebecca Dougherty 

Mr. Danny Miller 

Ms. Selina Touhey 

Mr. Mark McCreight 

 

Send newsletter entries or suggestions  by the 20th of the month to Jenniffer Dorsett gigi12273@gmail.com and Fr. Tom 

  

  

 


