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2011
From, the
Rector
Dear Friends in Christ,
I’m reading, Searching for Sunday, (Loving, Leaving and finding the Church), by Rachel Held Evans. It is a thought
provoking “read”. Here are some of the “thoughts” this book has provoked for me.
I started attending church for the purpose of building my law practice. As I am reading Searching for Sunday, this
question is nagging me---‘why did I keep coming to church?’ --- after I got my practice started.
Before regular church attendance I was very cynical---- in how I viewed people, their motives, outlooks and actions.
That cynicism came with me to church. That outlook began to wane, with regular church attendance…..and it didn’t
take that long.
Today, I can see where my cynicism was a defensive response. It reflected my response to fear. I had countless fears. I
feared being disappointed by others; so, I often was disappointed. I feared being rejected; and rejection came
frequently. I feared failure and feeling alone; I often fell short of my goals, if not exactly failing. I would often feel
alone, in a room full of people.
Prior to being ordained to the priesthood, there were many years of church attendance. During those years I now see
that my fears began to shrink as my cynicism shrank. Those were years spent in church, with a few people I loved,
many I cared for and a couple that challenged my ability to offer Christian love, grace and forgiveness.
Rachel Held Evans, as part of her story, shared, “I am a Christian, because Christianity names and addresses sin. It
acknowledges the reality that the evil we observe in the world is also present within ourselves. It tells the truth about
the human condition---that we’re not okay.” (Searching for Sunday, at 67.)
After coming to church for a while, I knew I wasn’t ‘okay’. I could no longer fool myself. Ms. Evans’ quote nails why I
stuck around. It was in church that I found people who recognized my brokenness and fears, yet accepted me. I
experienced love and acceptance, which offered me hope.
A hope filled transformation began and took root in my life, because of a few individuals. Their acceptance,
outweighed the “other” responses I also received in church.
Those few individuals helped me to see and accept that I was God’s beloved child, always acceptable to God. But,
more than sharing or explaining their beliefs, that truth was reflected in their actions. It wasn’t all smooth sailing. But,
God’s eternal truth, that I am a beloved child, still keeps me coming back to church.
Staying engaged in church isn’t always easy. The reality is, I am a healthier Christian when I am in community with the
other broken Christians. Messy, yes, but far better than going it on my own.
Peace and Grace,
Tom+

We’re on the Web!
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The following is from ‘The Falls Church, Episcopal E-vangelon’ newsletter:
Years ago, I heard a great definition of what makes for a real religion (verses a false religion).
I find it a good reminder, particularly when going through tough times:
"The maxim of illusory religion runs,
'Fear not, trust in God and He will see that none of the things you fear will happen to you';
that of real religion, on the contrary, is,
'fear not: the things that you are afraid of are quite likely to happen to you, but they are nothing to be afraid of.'" - (John Macmurray, Persons in Relation)
Or as Isaiah put it:
"Do not fear, for I am with you,
do not be afraid, for I am your God;
I will strengthen you, I will help you,
I will uphold you with my victorious right hand."
Rev. John Ohmer
Rector Falls Church

Derby Food Pantry
Collection Items
Needed For May:
Brownie Mix and
Hamburger Helper

Coffee Hosts needed
Do you feel called to the ministry of Hospitality to be a
Coffee Host? It’s not hard. Do as little or as much as you
like. Fruit and cheese or donuts are fine, the goal is to
provide a snack with our coffee and conversation.
Please call the church office 788-2595 or Fr. Tom 6484870.

The Red Cross Blood Drive April 18th was a success! We had 39 donors with a
total of 33 units of blood donated! Thank you to everyone that made this drive
possible! A special thanks to the Youth Group Outreach that manned the
Canteen!
The Outreach Committee
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Deacon John Roper
How are you?
This is a question I would normally answer with one word “Fine.” It would not be my answer today. It has gotten a little
more complicated the last few days…
Thursday, April 9th, 2015 became an important day for me. It is where my story begins: Thursday evening I taught my
class at McConnell, but I got lost finding the building; it was if I had too much to drink. It came to a head when I came
home and parked in my neighbor’s driveway. When I saw a double door garage, I realized this was not my home! I backed
out and turned into my driveway, went into the house and told Suzy I was disoriented. We talked about what we should
do and decided to call my brother-in-law Dick. After hearing what happened he told me I needed to have a CT scan and
talk with my primary care physician, Jed Holmes. Jed said the same thing and told me to go to the ER immediately. I then
called Father Tom Wilson. When we arrived at the ER, Tom was there and so were my son Jeff and daughter-in-law Vicky.
I was quickly transported from check-in to get the CT scan. Shortly after completing it, the doctor explained that I had
suffered a stroke located in the back left portion of the brain. From there they transported me to the ICU in Bldg. 7 of
Wesley hospital. I was asked a number of questions as to the extent of my disorientation. The key question I needed to
answer was the date. I remembered it was April 9, but told them is was 2014.
The next morning I was visited by the brain surgeon, Dr. Dickerson, who had analyzed the CT scan. In his opinion the
bleeding had stopped and most likely I would not be required to have brain surgery. From there the primary focus of my
time in ICU was to watch my blood pressure, because this is what triggered the stroke. My BP when I checked in was over
200. While in the ICU it went down slowly. I have to say I had very good nursing care in the ICU.
While in the ICU I had some really wonderful experiences with the nurses and also the clergy that came to visit me. Those
that visited as best I can recall were, Bishop Dean Wolf, Mother Dawn Frankfort, Tom Wilson, and my son Deacon Jeff
Roper. We had prayer together. After they left, my nurse, Brenda, asked about who these people were. I said “You must
think that I am a very important person because I had all these people praying for me.” She said “Yes.” She was my
primary care giver in the ICU while I was there from April 10-12.
After I completed my care in ICU, I was transferred to a regular hospital room in Bldg. 4. I was happy to move into this
spacious room which overlooked the city of Wichita. Those that met me seemed very pleasant. I was allowed to watch the
Master’s Golf Tournament and watch Jason Speith win it. I felt like I was making good progress. The nurse’s concern was
that I needed help to move from the bed for fear I might fall. I didn’t share that concern because I felt stable.
While at Wesley, my condition continued to improve and I was wondering when I could leave. I felt the sooner the better.
My concern was that I had come classes to teach and prepare for. Butler College had been notified and told me not to
worry, they would find substitutes. After waiting several hours to be discharged Tues., I got home—to my great relief and
comfort. My sister came on Wed. and she and Suzy have been my caregivers. My entire family, particularly my two
daughters, Peggy and Sally and my son Jeff, have been wonderful. Realizing that my church family has been praying for
me means a lot.
Looking into the future, I believe my recovery will be complete. What remains to watch is my vision on the left side. I can
see clearly, but do not notice things on my left. Becky Sparks is going to check this out soon. By doing this, we will have a
baseline and can watch the progress.
The simplest way I can explain the healing progress is to ask you to visualize an arm bruise. The bruise disappears as the
blood is assimilated into the body. This is what is happening with the blood behind my brain.
Today, Sunday April 20th – good news! Blood pressure is down! I am very hopeful and very thankful. I am fine, but now
you know the rest of the story.
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Easter Service and Egg Hunt
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Diocesan News

Youth News
>>Register for Episcopal Summer MegaCamp now! Camp is May 31-June 6 at Camp Wood YMCA. The cost is $420 for the
week. Registrations are due by May 8. The volunteer Episcopal staff provides solid Christian education, featuring worship,
music, small group discussions and prayer. Camp Wood features a variety of activities such as horseback riding, archery,
climbing tower, canoeing, kayaking, swimming, water slide, mudslide, arts and crafts, and sports. Camp is open to those
currently in grades 3-12, and their friends. For registration forms and more information see
http://edokyouth.wordpress.com/camp/. Find out why youth love Mega Camp by watching the camp
commercials: http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLIr5V_EJuAejnNymKDyViAbf2rqkKucle. We currently have 32 requests
for scholarships, and were only able to budget for 20. We are trying to raise additional funds to ensure that every family who
wants their children to attend camp is able to do so.
>> Space is still available for youth and college students to attend General Convention. In partnership with the Episcopal
Diocese of West Missouri, we will be taking a delegation of 33 youth, college students and adults as guests to the 78th
General Convention of the Episcopal Church in Salt Lake City, Utah. This year's General Convention will be extra exciting, as
we will be there to witness the election of the next Presiding Bishop! We will spend four days at Convention and one day site
seeing. Open to students who have finished grades 9-12 and college-age students. June 22-29; cost is $400 per person, plus
food expenses. See http://edokyouth.wordpress.com/general-convention/ for more information

Special concert of Welsh music planned for June 21
A performance of works by Welsh composer Paul Mealor – known worldwide for special music composed for the wedding
of Prince William and Catherine Middleton – will be performed at 2 p.m. on Sunday, June 21 at Grace and Holy Trinity
Cathedral, 415 West 13th Street in Kansas City, Mo. The concert, “Sounds of a Sacred Land,” will be performed by the Te
Deum Chamber Choir, a group dedicated to performing a diverse sacred choral repertoire. The cost to attend is $10 per
person, and tickets are available online athttp://paulmealorconcert.brownpapertickets.com/ The concert is sponsored by the
St. David Welsh Society of Greater Kansas City, which will host a light tea reception after the performance. The Rev. Evan Ash,
locum tenens at Trinity, Atchison, is serving as producer for the event. For more information, email him
athighplainspreacher@kc.surewest.net.

Have You Ever Wondered…
Burse and Veil: the burse is an envelope or pocket of two square pieces of stiff
material covered with cloth in one of the liturgical colors; made sot that it can contain
folded cloths, specifically the corporal or white linen cloth placed on the altar at the
time of setting up for the Eucharist and the purificators used to wipe the chalice during
the administration of the wine. The burse is used in connection with a veil of the same
material to cover the chalice and paten in the “stack” before and after their use in the
Eucharist. The burse and veil may be decorated with an embroidered cross or other
symbol.
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Remember in Prayer Those Serving Our Country, Especially those below
Scott

Gary & Debbie Oehmke’s nephew

Stevie

Suzy Roper’s cousin’s son

Daniel

Friend of Ropers

Nathan

John Nicholas' friend

Ryan

Son of Fr. Michael Bernard

Brad

Friend of Don & Sarah Morrow

Collin

Former Parishioner

Diane

Parishioner

Scott

Gary & Debbie Oehmke's son in law

Mark

Jenniffer Dorsett & Martha Mason’s son

KC

Doyn Wiler's nephew

Blake

Quinton Zeller’s roommate

Mark Your Calendars
Vestry Meeting Sunday May 3d, after the service.

Derby 6th Grade Community Service Day May 15th. Sixth graders will be doing
volunteer community service work at our parish.

Outreach Committee meeting Tuesday, May 26, 12:30 in the classroom. Come
help plan what St. Andrew’s will be doing in the community. If you cannot attend
but have comments or suggestions please see Margaret Kinkead or Bob Gage.

Recharge for Youth Ministers, Upton Hall Conference Center, Topeka May 1-2
Deadline for Mega Camp registration May 8th (fee increases $30 after this date)
Mega Camp May 31-June 6! If you would like to send letters or a package to
campers:
Camper’s Name and Session (High School, Junior High, or Elementary)
Episcopal Summer Camp
Camp Wood YMCA
1101 Camp Wood Rd.
Elmdale, KS 66850

78th General Convention June 25-July 3, Salt Lake City, Utah. This year is the
election of the new Presiding Bishop!

Page 6

Please Pray for those on the St. Andrew’s Prayer chain
Sherry, parishioner, for healing

Gil, Kathy Rucker’s friend, for
God’s presence & healing

sister’s church, for comfort and
peace

Bob, Gage & Blouin, for healing

Gary, Evelyn Griffin’s son, for
healing & strength

Don, Friend of Danny & Janet
Miller’s & Don Morrow’s father, for
healing and strength

Heather & Family, Fr. Tom’s
friend, for healing & God’s
presence

Ester & Joanna, Chad Devena’s
mother and sister, for healing &
strength

Herb & Earline, Martha Mason’s
uncle and aunt, for healing

Joe & Deanna, friends of
Margaret Kinkead, for acceptance
and strength

Sammi, Selina Touhey’s friend, for
healing and comfort

Theresa, Martha Mason’s coworker’s wife, for healing

Pastor Dan & St. John’s
Lutheran congregation, Canon
City, CO, Caryl Chacey-Guba’s

Rush, Danny & Janet Miller’s
grandson, for proper diagnosis
Names remain on the parish prayer
list for thirty days unless requested
for a longer period. All are
encouraged to extend a person's
request for prayers as long as is felt
necessary.

Holy Days (Holy Women, Holy Men, Celebrating the Saints)
http://holywomenholymen.wordpress.com/
May 1 – Saint Philip and Saint James, Apostles

The two apostles commemorated on this day are among those about whom little is known, except for
their mention in the Gospels. James the Less is so called to distinguish him from James the son of
Zebedee and from James “the brother of the Lord,” or perhaps to indicate youth or lack of stature. He
is known to us from the list of the Twelve, where he is called James the son of Alpheus. He may also
be the person referred to in Mark’s Gospel as James the younger, who, with his mother Mary and the
other women, watched the crucifixion from a distance. Philip figures in several important incidents in
Jesus’ ministry as reported in John’s Gospel. There we read that Jesus called Philip soon after calling
Andrew and Peter. Philip, in turn, found his friend Nathanael, and convinced him to come and see
Jesus, the Messiah. Later, when Jesus saw the hungry crowd, he asked Philip, “How are we to buy
bread, so that these people may eat?” (John 6:5). Philip’s practical response, “Two hundred denarii
would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little” (John 6:7), was the prelude to the feeding
of the multitude with the loaves and fishes. In a later incident in John’s Gospel, some Greeks came to
Philip asking to see Jesus. At the Last Supper, Philip’s request, “Lord, show us the Father, and we
shall be satisfied,” evokes the response, “Have I been with you so long, and yet you do not know me,
Philip? He who has seen me has seen the Father” (John 14:8, 9).
May 31 – Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary

This Feast commemorates the visit of the Blessed Virgin to her cousin Elizabeth, recorded in the
Gospel according to Luke (1:39–56). Elizabeth, who was then carrying John the Baptist, greeted
Mary with the words, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.” Mary
broke into the song of praise and thanksgiving which we call the Magnificat, “My soul proclaims the
greatness of the Lord.” In this scene, the unborn John the Baptist, the prophet who was to prepare the
way of the Lord, rejoices in the presence of him whose coming he is later to herald publicly
to all
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Israel, for the Gospel records that when Mary’s greeting came to her kinswoman’s ears, the babe in
Elizabeth’s womb leaped for joy.

May 10th is
Recognition Sunday for
Graduates. Congratulations to the
following parishioners!
Riley Baker, Leona Denesha,
Taylor Freund, Llana Jorns, and
Sarah Schneider

The Youth are collecting small
tissue packets and socks to be
distributed to the less fortunate at
St. John’s, Wichita Sandwich
Saturday Ministry. Please place
your donations in the marked
boxes in the church entrance.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
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St. Andrew's Episcopal Church
May Service Schedule
5th Sunday 6th Sunday
Easter
Easter
5/3
5/10

7th Sunday
Easter
5/17

Pentecost
5/24

1st Sunday
Pentecost
5/31

2nd Sunday
Pentecost
6/7

3rd Sunday
Pentecost
6/14

Altar
Guild

Touhey

Gage

Brohammer

Young

Weber
Green

Gage

TBD

Chalice
Bearer

Young
Oehmke

Dorsett
Morrow, Da

Denesha, CJ
Green

Birch
Hutchison

Dorsett
Oehmke

Dougherty
Young

Morrow, Don
Green

Lector

Dorsett

Morrow, Da

Georgoulis

Young

Seamster

Morrow, Don

Dougherty

Torch
Bearers

Devena, G
White

Ramsey, K
Devena, K

Crowell
Dougherty

Schleinz
Devena, G

None

Dougherty
Denesha

Ramsey, C
White

Prayers

Morrow
Don

Green

Hutchison

Milleson

Young

Rucker,
G or A

Morrow, Da

Brohammer

Pfingsten, D
Pfingsten, D

Young
Touhey

Milleson
Georgoulis

Griffin
Green

Crowell, N
Crowell, M

Kinkead
Devena, D

Usher

Green

Rogers

Jones

Rogers

Mason

Green

Oehmke

Coffee
Hosts

Sparks
Dougherty

Rucker,
K, A, & G

Volunteer
Needed

Mills

Dorsett
Mason

Sparks
Dougherty

Kinkead
Devena

Nursery

As Needed
TBA

As Needed
TBA

As Needed
TBA

As Needed
TBA

As Needed
TBA

As Needed
TBA

As Needed
TBA

Vestry
Member

Brown

Morrow

Touhey

Brown

Mason

Dougherty

Kinkead

Counters

Birch
Young

Dorsett
Green

Touhey
Hutchison

Brohammer
Birch

Green
Birch

Hutchison
Young

Dorsett
Touhey

Greeters

Birch

Thank you for your service! If you are unable to serve, please arrange for a substitute and alert
the church office of the change.
Evelyn Griffin will call you on Friday to remind you of your ministry for that Sunday
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
BIRTHDAYS
3 Doyn Wiler
5 Cody Ramsey
Selina Touhey

20 Annetta Smith-Frankel
Robyn Kezar
24 Taleya Felder
28 Terry Freund

8 Macie Brown

29 Carla Schleinz

9 Margarette Coleman

30 Lilian Devine

10 Greg Murray
11 Evelyn Griffin
Chad Devena

ANNIVERSARIES
14 Tom Guba & Caryl Chacey-Guba

12 Bill Felder

16 Jenniffer Dorsett & Martha Mason

14 Bill Fuchs

17 Terry & Robbie Freund

18 Ben Palmer

21 Gary & Debbie Oehmke

19 Mark Hoffman

26 Collin & Drielle Welch

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
1062 Chet Smith Ave
Derby, Kansas 67037
316.788.2595
The Very Rev. Tom Wilson, Rector
rector@standrewsderby.org
The Rev. John Roper, Deacon
Mr. Don Morrow, Sr. Warden
Ms. Selina Touhey, Jr. Warden
Mr. Jack Birch, Sexton
Vestry Members:
Mr. Rick Brown
Ms. Rebecca Dougherty
Mrs. Margaret Kinkead
Mrs. Martha Mason
Unfilled Position
Send newsletter entries or suggestions by the 20th of the month to Jenniffer Dorsett gigi12273@gmail.com and Fr. Tom
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