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From the Rector

Dear Friends in Christ,
As I am writing this column, I am in a particularly reflective mood. In many significant ways, life is wonderful. This is
true at home and in our parish. However, life is never perfect and I am not in charge of life. On balance, all that is great in
my life, outweighs the ‘not so great’. Yet, I have to again and again work to hold on to that balanced view.
Tascha is Ruth and my dog who often comes with me to the office. She is far more than just a dog for us. I feel that she
was a gift from God, and day after day graces our lives.
About six weeks ago, Tascha had surgery to remove two different cancerous tumors. The surgery was a complicated
process from which Tascha has recovered. Unfortunately, this past week we discovered yet another cancerous tumor.
Thanks to our vet’s guidance and patience explanations, we have a plan going forward. (Thank you Dr. Gary Oehmke!)
It will take time before we can know how much success we will have. But, for today, she is happy and eating; I am trying
to be positive and to enjoy each day as it comes.
Enjoying each day happens, so long as I can keep my head (mental attitude) focused in today, where my feet also are
located. I look down to my feet often, which helps me to come back to the here and now. The reality in the ‘here and
now’ is that Tascha is acting well and the three of us will on vacation when you read this column.
However, there is still the unfolding saga of her cancer and treatment. From today’s vantage point, it is unclear how it
will ‘play out’. What is clear, I can thoroughly cloud my outlook by worrying about the future---which means I cannot
fully enjoy today. By keeping my head and feet, in the same place, I am not denying the future; it just allows the future to
get here in its own time.
Now for just a few of the positive things that I am enjoying, where my head and feet both are. Our youngest daughter
We’re
the Web!
has moved to Wichita to complete her last two years of medical school. We have been seeing more
ofon
her.
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Our parish community has many positives taking place. I will name but three. First, our parish operating budget
is less than $2000 in the red, which is SIGNIFICANTLY better than projected in January 2015. Second, for the first
time since I arrived in July 2008, there is an engaged and operating “budget committee” who are making plans for
our parish 2016 budget. (Thank you Martha Mason and Debbie Oehmke!!”) And the third joy is our parish
stewardship committee. We have one, which is active and engaged!!! This is also the first time since my arrival in
2008. (Thank you Martha Brohammer, Martha Mason, Don Morrow and Gary Oehmke!!).
For me, parish concerns are about the unknown in our future. What will happen? What haven’t we anticipated?
THEN, I remember------God is always with us------I am not in charge, even as I must be engaged. That God is always
with us, is a truth our parish has experienced time and time again, with wonderful results.
In our lives, there will always be blessings and concerns. This column reminds me and I share with you these
truths: God is always with me, seeking to bring good out of all settings AND, When I ‘keep my head and feet in the
same place’, I am better able to enjoy each blessing, while also being present and effective in challenging times.
God’s peace and grace to you all,
Tom+

Please Pray for those on the St. Andrew’s Prayer Chain
Sherry, parishioner, for healing
Bob, Gage & Blouin, for healing
Don, friend of Danny & Janet Miller’s,
for healing and strength
Herb & Earline, Martha Mason’s
uncle and aunt, for healing
Theresa, Martha Mason’s coworker’s wife, for healing.
Gary, Evelyn Griffin’s son, for
healing & strength
Joe & Deanna, friends of Margaret
Kinkead, for acceptance and strength
Ester & Joanna, Chad Devena’s
mother and sister, for healing &
strength

Janet, parishioner, for healing &
strength

Brenda & Dale, friends of Don
Morrow, for healing

Rush, Danny & Janet Miller’s
grandson, for healing

Bill, Friend of Maureen Sparks &
Becky Dougherty, for strengh

Dakotah, friend of Martha Mason &
Jenniffer Dorsett, for healing &
strength

Amy, Molli, Rhett & Jeff, friends of
Don Morrow, for comfort & strength

Ward, friend of Margaret Kinkead,
for proper diagnosis & treatment
Sue, friend of Marge Rogers, for
healing
Mary, Parishioner, for proper
diagnosis & healing

Jim, parishioner, for healing
Names remain on the parish prayer list
for thirty days unless requested for a
longer period. All are encouraged to
extend a person's request for prayers
as long as is felt necessary.

Martha, Parishioner, for proper
diagnosis & healing
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Opportunities for a Ministry of Service

Have you ever considered reading scripture for our Worship services or leading the Prayers of the
People?
Or have you considered being a Chalice Bearer? As a Chalice Bearer you assist in serving Jesus’
Holy Meal of Bread and Wine.
Would your child be interested in helping at the altar by being a Torch Bearer?
What gifts do you have to offer? Perhaps gifts of Hospitality or a willing heart and caring hands?
Interested? Check with Fr. Tom for details.

Speed Dating with the Vestry and Pot-Luck. September 27th, 6:00pm in the
Guild Hall
Outreach

Please join the Outreach Committee and the Youth Group Outreach to prepare and hand out
lunches at St. John’s Sandwich Saturday. Friday September 25th 6:00pm – Assemble lunches
in St. Andrew’s Guild Hall. Saturday September 26th 10:00 – Meet at St. Andrew’s to load up
and travel to St. John’s
Derby Food Pantry Collection Items Needed For September: Ramien Noodles & Canned Fruit
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Sunday School K-5th grade Starts September 20, 10:20. This year we will be using the Godly Play
curriculum. Please take time to come see the classroom, once it’s complete, and thank all the
volunteers helping to make this a successful year for our parish children. Tonya Devena, Jenniffer
Dorsett, Becky Dougherty, Jennifer Hart, Lory Mills and John Nicholas!
What is Godly Play?
http://www.godlyplayfoundation.org/
The result of a lifetime of research and practice by theologian, author and educator The Rev. Dr.
Jerome Berryman, the Godly Play® method is a curriculum of spiritual practice exploring the
mystery of God’s presence in our lives. The Godly Play curriculum engages what is most exciting
about religious education: God inviting us into—and pursuing us in the midst of—Scripture and
spiritual experience. Godly Play practice teaches us to listen for God and to make authentic and
creative responses to God’s call in our lives.
Godly Play is a creative, imaginative approach to Christian formation and spiritual guidance.
Godly Play has a Montessori foundation with 40+ years of research and practice.
Godly Play values process, openness, discovery, community and relationships.
Godly Play models the worship life, stories, symbols and rituals of Christian congregations.
Godly Play allows practitioners to make relevant and personal theological meaning.
Godly Play nurtures participants to larger dimensions of belief and faith through wondering and play.
Children have an innate sense of the presence of God. The Godly Play approach helps them to explore
their faith through story, to gain religious language and to enhance their spiritual experience though
wonder and play. Based on Montessori principles and developed using a spiral curriculum, the Godly
Play method serves children through early, middle and late childhood and beyond. Come join us!

Youth Group Outreach
St. Andrew’s Youth Group
Outreach passed out 200
hygiene packets to those in
need at St. John’s Sandwich
Saturday August 29

th
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Diocesan News

Fall Fun Fest for all youth is Sept. 12-13
Invite a friend to this awesome event! We’ll have sumo suits, Zorb Balls and the Radical Run obstacle course. We’ll
also make new friends, hear some youth share thoughts on faith, watch a movie, and eat yummy food. Try out the
diocesan youth events and kick-off the school year with this great over-nighter. When: Saturday, September 12, 1
p.m. to Sunday, September 13, noon (parents are invited to join us for the 10:45 a.m. worship service) Where: St.
James’ Episcopal Church, 3750 E. Douglas Ave, Wichita Who: Youth currently in grades 6-12 Fee: $40 ($55
after August 28) Priority deadline: Friday, August 28 (fee increases $15 after this date) Registration
forms: https://edok.formstack.com/forms/fallfunfest2015

Researcher seeks input about church kitchens
Dr. Ken Jobst, a professor of church growth at Simmons College in Kentucky, is conducting research on how to
maximize the potential of church kitchens, which he calls one of the most underutilized resources churches have.
To understand how churches currently use their kitchens, he is conducting an online
survey: https://surveymonkey.com/s/LDCJJWF All congregations are encouraged to participate. Jobst also has
started the Church Kitchens Institute, with additional information at www.churchkitchens.blogspot.com

BKSM co-sponsors workshop on the Gospel of Luke in Lindsborg
The Bishop Kemper School for Ministry, the Bethany College Religion Department and the Bethany House of
Studies are co-sponsoring a workshop entitled “Preaching the Gospel of Luke” on Thursday, Sept. 17 from 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. at Bethany College in Lindsborg, Kan., near McPherson. Presenters will offer information and perspectives
on the gospel of Luke that are intended to assist both those who deliver sermons and those who faithfully listen to
and heed the gospel message. Three of the presenters currently are faculty members at BKSM. This workshop
costs $30 per person. For more information or to register, go to http://www.bishopkemperschool.org/workshopon-preaching-luke.html

Have You Ever Wondered…
Altar: The table on which the bread and wine are placed during a
celebration of the Eucharist. Early altars were free-standing table;
the celebrant faced the congregation across the altar. Later, altars
were made out of stone and stood against the east wall of the
church building so that the celebrant stood with their back to the
congregation. More recently the ancient posture has been recovered so that newer churches again
have freestanding altars and some older churches with immovable altars against the east wall are
using portable altars. St. Andrew’s altar was presented by Mr. & Mrs. DeLongy in loving memory
of Howard DeLongy.
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Remember in Prayer Those Serving Our Country, Especially those below
Scott

Gary & Debbie Oehmke’s nephew

Nathan

John Nicholas' friend

Daniel

Friend of Ropers

Brad

Friend of Don & Sarah Morrow

Ryan

Son of Fr. Michael Bernard

Diane

Parishioner

Collin

Former Parishioner

Mark

Jenniffer Dorsett & Martha Mason’s son

Scott

Gary & Debbie Oehmke's son in law

Blake

Quinton Zeller’s roommate

KC

Doyn Wiler's nephew

Mark Your Calendars
Outreach Committee meeting Tuesday, September 29, 1:30 in the Guild
Hall. Come help plan what St. Andrew’s will be doing in the community. If
you cannot attend but have comments or suggestions please see Margaret
Kinkead (rbkinkead@cox.net) or Bob Gage (rgage1@cox.net).
Fall Fun Fest for all youth is Sept. 12-13. St. James’ Episcopal Church,
3750 E. Douglas Ave, Wichita. Youth currently in grades 6-12. $40 ($55
after August 28) Priority deadline: Friday, August 28 (fee increases $15
after August 28). This opportunity is in Wichita for the first time!!
The Bishop’s Visit to St. Andrew’s is scheduled for September 13th.
Diocesan Convention, Oct. 22-24 at Upton Hall, Grace Cathedral and the
Topleka Capital Plaza Hotel, Topeka Ks, Register by Mon, Sept. 21st.
https://edokyouth.wordpress.com/diocesan-convention/

The Boy Scouts will begin their yearly popcorn sale Sept. 19th.

Church Work Day September 20, 1:30 pm. We need at people to help,
scrap & then paint, clean, repair, pull weeds…something for everyone.

Saturday, October 3rd, St. Francis Blessing of the Animals service.
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Holy Days (Holy Women, Holy Men, Celebrating the Saints)
http://holywomenholymen.wordpress.com/

September 3 – Prudence Crandall, Teacher and Prophetic Witness, 1890
Born to a Quaker family in Rhode Island in 1803, Prudence Crandall was educated in arithmetic, the sciences, and
Latin at the New England Friend’s Boarding School in Rhode Island. The Quakers, or “Friends,” believed that
women should be educated, and it was in the environment of the Friend’s Boarding School that Prudence Crandall’s
passion for teaching was first awakened. In 1831, Crandall started a girl’s school in Canterbury, Connecticut, where
she educated the daughters of the town’s wealthy families. In 1833 she admitted to her school a young African
American girl named Sarah Harris. Harris wanted an education so that she could in turn teach other African
American children. The parents of the white children at Crandall’s school were outraged and demanded Harris’s
expulsion, but Crandall refused and decided to open a new school for African American girls. Despite repeated
attempts by town members to close the school, and even threats to destroy it, Crandall persevered in her labors. She
enlisted the help of William Lloyd Garrison, editor of The Liberator, the nation’s major antislavery newspaper,
through his paper and advocacy, Garrison spread awareness of her cause all over the nation. However, later in 1833,
the state legislature passed the so-called “Black Law,” which made it a crime to open a school that taught black
children from any state other than Connecticut. Crandall, who had received pupils from other states, was arrested,
jailed, and tried. She was eventually convicted, but a higher court reversed the decision. Far from subsiding, the
harassment she endured grew worse, and, fearing for the safety of her students, she closed her school in 1834. After
her husband died in 1874, Crandall moved to Elk Falls, Kansas. In 1886 the Connecticut state legislature awarded
her a pension. In a petition signed by more than a hundred citizens of that state, many expressed their regret and
shame over her treatment. Mark Twain attempted to persuade the state to buy back her original home in Canterbury.
Prudence Crandall died in 1890, and today she is recognized as the official State Heroine of Connecticut.

September 29 – Saint Michal and All Angels
The scriptural word “angel” (Greek: angelos) means, literally, a messenger. Messengers from God can be visible or
invisible, and may assume human or non-human forms. Christians have always felt themselves to be attended by
healthful spirits—swift, powerful, and enlightening. Those beneficent spirits are often depicted in Christian art in
human form, with wings to signify their swiftness and spacelessness, with swords to signify their power, and with
dazzling raiment to signify their ability to enlighten. Unfortunately, this type of pictorial representation has led many
to dismiss the angels as “just another mythical beast, like the unicorn, the griffin, or the sphinx.” Of the many angels
spoken of in the Bible, only four are called by name: Michael, Gabriel, Uriel, and Raphael. The Archangel Michael
is the powerful agent of God who wards off evil from God’s people, and delivers peace to them at the end of this
life’s mortal struggle. “Michaelmas,” as his feast is called in England, has long been one of the popular celebrations
of the Christian Year in many parts of the world. Michael is the patron saint of countless churches, including Mont
Saint-Michel, the monastery fortress off the coast of Normandy that figured so prominently in medieval English
history, and Coventry Cathedral, England’s most famous modern church building, rising from the ashes of the most
devastating war of our time.

Page 7

Vacation Bible School

Sixteen children along with six
adults from St. Andrew’s and
Cross of Glory Lutheran
participated in Vacation Bible
School July 30th – August 1st
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
BIRTHDAYS

16 Tom Guba

27

John Schleinz

2 Dayne Deveva

17 Amy Murray

29

Aaron Rucker

3 Darrell Jones

19 Jennifer Hart

Brenda Schneider
5 Phyllis Birch
7 Kael Ramsey

24 Suzan Crowell
Margi Young
26 Jacob Clark

9 David Morrow

Jaycee Clark

15 Payton Baker

CJ Denesha

ANNIVERSARIES
27

Neal & Suzan Crowell
Brian & Jennifer Higgins

If you are anything like me, I have short term memory loss. I easily forget. And I can
forget at times that I am loved and fully accepted by Jesus. How is that possible? It
becomes possible when I allow the stresses, failures and pressures of the day to
overshadow Christ's love for me. It becomes possible when I choose to listen to the
voices of the world and the enemy define me by their lies. That is why I must double
down on the gospel. Through the Word, I need to press down into my heart that I am
accepted and loved by Jesus, and that no circumstance, feeling or failure can change
that fact. Author Unknown

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
1062 Chet Smith Ave
Derby, Kansas 67037
316.788.2595
The Very Rev. Tom Wilson, Rector
rector@standrewsderby.org
The Rev. John Roper, Deacon
Mr. Don Morrow, Sr. Warden
Ms. Selina Touhey, Jr. Warden
Mr. Jack Birch, Sexton
Vestry Members:
Mr. Rick Brown
Ms. Rebecca Dougherty
Mrs. Margaret Kinkead
Mrs. Martha Mason
Unfilled Position
Send newsletter entries or suggestions by the 20th of the month to Jenniffer Dorsett gigi12273@gmail.com and Fr. Tom
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